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UNITED S^iitlES biSTRrct COURT 
DISTRICT OF COTUMBIA 



Civil Action No. 



PARAMOUNT PICTURES CORPORATION, 
a Delaware corpofatioiL 

PlaintifT, 

V. : 

CHRIS Mt)URARBEL, - 

Defendant. : 

COMPLAINT FOR COPYRTGHT INFRINGEMENT 

For its complaint, plaintiff Paianiomit Piciures Coiporalion (the 'Plainiiir'), by 
and through its attorneys. Brand Law Group and Loeb &. Loeb LLP, Hereby alleges as follows: 

NATIFRE 0(' THE CASE 

1 . This is an action for copyright inlringeniejit pursuant to the Copjiight 
Law of the United States, 17 U.S.C. § 101 erseq. (the "Copyright Acr). This infringemeni 
claim arises from defendant Chris Moukarbers (the "Defendant") un authorized creation and 
disuibution of a twely^-minute motion picture which is a virtually identical copy of a substantial 
portion of Plaintifrs copyrighted screenplay for its upcoming motion picture iVor!d Trade 
Center. 

JLIRJSDiCTlON AND VENUE 

2. This Court bus jurisdiction under 17 U.S.C. § 101 efseq; 2S ILSX. 
§1331 (ftfdHTiil question); and 28 US.C. § 133 S(a) (copyright). 

3. Venue in this District is pioper under 28 U,S.C. § 1391 (b) and/or 28 
U.S.C. § 1400(a). 
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^RTIES 

4. Plaintiff!.^ one oflhe world*^ leading creatori? and distributors of motion 
pictures. Plaintifris a Delaware coqioration. with its principal place of business ai 5555 Melrose 
Avenue, Los Angeles, Caiifornia. PlaimifT is engaged in the prEjduclion, acqtiiiiiiion and 
distribution of motion pictures for thealrical exhibition, home entertainment and other forms of 
dvsLribution. 

.5. Plaintiff is the owner of the copyrights for the upcoming motion picture 

World Trade Center and its screenplay, which has been unlawfully reproduced and distributed by 
Defendant. 

6. Upon information and belief. Defendant is an individual residing in this 
Disirici at 151 7 Church Street NAV... Washington, D.C. 20005. 

COUNT f 
INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT 

7. World Trade Cenier is a theatrical motion p-icturc based on the r^al-life 
siory of two Port Authority police officers who were two of the last individuals to be rescued 
&om the rubble of tlve World Trade Centeron 9/1 1 (ihe^'Film"), The Film is scheduled for 
nationwide tlieatrical relea^ in Aijgust 20 06, 

8. The screenplay for the Film was WTittcn by Aodrea BerlolT as a work for 
hire based on the lives of John McLgiighhn and William Jlmeno (the^'Scrcenpiay"). A near 
final draft of the Screenplay was completed on or about June 25, 2005, and was registered for 
copyright by Paramount as the copyright owner \vith the United Stales Cop>Tight Office on 
October 14. 2005. 
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S; The Film is bdug directed by renowned direcior Oliver Stone and wiJI 
Star^ among others, Nicolas Cage. Michael Penfi. Maria BeiJo, and Maggie GylleiitiaaL 

10. The Film is the first theatrical motion picture to deai with the bombing of 
the World Trade Center on 9/1 1 and tlie l^croic ellbrL^ of countless rescue w^orkers and regular 
Citizens, 

1 L On information and belief. Defendant, without the pcnnission or consent 
of Plaintiff, obtained a ''bootleg'' copy of the Screenplay. Using the ihegaily obtained 
Screenplay, DefendanE has created, reproduced, distributed, and exhibited a twelve-miniite 
motion picture copied directly from a substantial portion of PlaintLflTs Screenplay (the 
"hitiinging Picture"). 

12. Upon information and belief. Defendant htis distributed and caused to be 
distributed Eo the pubhc the Infringing Picture, either directly or by h}Tierhnk, on at least the 
following websites: 

• http://wu^v. pointsofdepaTture.net/ 

• hlLp: //w^vw- fi hnmakcrma Lia^^i ne . com/hi oe/20 G 6/[)6/ad vane e-cop v . php 

• http : //w"vv\v.mcnbl oi J :g_.c om/m cin d e e/arc h i vc s/2 006/Q6/wo rl d [ rade een .html 

ll Further, upon information and belief, Defendant ha.s distributed lus 
Infringing Fiim at various venues both within and outside of the United States, 

14, Upon information and belief, the Infringing Picture 15 described on these 
various websites as: ''a 12-mhiutc iilm adapted from a b(^ol!eg scrip t of Olivet Stone's IVorld 

Trade Cmter and its post-collapse setting,'* which h " pre-emptinn Oliver Stone's forthcoming 
tVorld Trade Cet^ierJ'' (emphasis added). 

15 V The Infringing Picture is virtmilly identical (and certainly substantially 
sirnilar) to a significant portion of" the Screenplay in its dialogue, plot, setting, characters, and 
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tKeme. Both the Infringing Picture and the Screenplay center around Iwo uniformed characters 
named ^'JohTi McLoughJm" and "Will Jimeno" who are trapped under the debri<j after the 9/1 1 
attack on the World Trade Center. In both works, a scene m'kes place in tlie "elevator vestibule 
©n die concourse between Towers One and Two." Tlic dialogue and sequence of events are 
identical, or almost identical. 

1^- Defendant's ociivities were conducted without the autliority or consent of 
Plaintiff, who is the owner of the copyfij^ht in the Screenplay, Defendant h^ violated Plainliff s 
ejtclusive right.s of reproduction and distribution. Defendant's actions constitute direct 
infringement of Plaintiffs exclusive rights protected under the Cop>Tight Act of 1 976. 17 
U.S.C. § 10] eneq. 

■1% The foregoing acts of infringcmeni have been wHlfUL intentional, and in 
disregard of and \vith indifference to the rights of PlaintLff. 

18. As a resul t of Defendant " s i nMngement of PI aintiff s cxcluiii ve riglits 
under copyright. Plaintiff is entitled to relief pursuant to 1 7 U_S.C- § 504, and to its attorneys' 
fees and costs pursuant to 1 7 U.S.C. § 505. 

19. The condtict of Defendant is causing, and unless enjoined and restrained 
by this Court will continue to cause. Plaintiff great and irreparable mjury that cannot fiilly be 
coihpen sated or measured in money. Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law. Pursuant to 17 
U.S.C. §§ 502 and 503, PiaintilTis entitled to prehminarj' and permanent injunctive relief 
prohibiting Defendant from further infringing Plaint iff^s copyright. 

WHEREFORE^ Plamtiff prays fpr judgment against pefepdants as follows: 
1. For entry of preliminary and permanent injunclion 
enjoining Defendant from directly or indirectly infringing 
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PJainlifrs rights in the Screenplay/i needing wlthoiit limitation, 
r^producmg or copying of Plciintiff s Screenplay or the Infringing 
Picture, distributing any of PlaintitTs Screenplay or tJic Inlringing 
Picture, or making any of PlaintiSTs Scrtfenplay or the liifrijiging 
Picture available for disLribution lo the public. Defendant also 
shall destroy all copies of the Plaintiffs Screenplay ihat Defendant 
has obtained without Plaintiffs consent. 

2. Requiring Defendant to remove from distribution, any and 
all copies of the Infringing Picture which l^e has authorized sind/or 
caused to be distributed Lhronghoyt the World. 

3. For actual damages or statutory damages pursuant to 17 
U.S.C. § 504, at the election orPlaintilT, 

4 For P I ai ntifT s costs. 

5. For PlaintifFs reasonable attorneys* fees. 
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6. For such other and further relief as the Court deems proper- 



Dated: Slit.|M 



Respectfully submhtedv 




BRAND LAW GROUP 
Stanley M. Brand 
DC. Bar ^2 13082 
Andrew D, Herman 
D.C-BarS462334 
923 Fifteenth Street, N.W. 
Washinglon, DC, 20005 
(202) 662-9700 

LOEB & LOEB LLP 

Jonathiin Zavin 

Alexandra N. DeNeve 

Sunny S. Park 

345 Park Avetiue 

New York» NY 1 1 54-0037 

Telephone: (212) 407-4000 

Attorneys for Piaintiflf 
Paramount Pictttres Corporation 



202 S2S1 0023 



